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After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Francis Fukuyama pronounced the “end 
of history” when it seemed that the world was moving toward a consensus 
on the establishment of liberal, democratic, constitutional governments. The 
lecture will examine Hungary, Poland, Russia, Turkey, Venezuela and Ecuador 
as models of the new illiberal constitutionalism. This lecture shows why liberal 
constitutionalists have been losing the battle for hearts and minds of angry 
publics and proposes the standard of “self-sustaining democracy” to spearhead 
the normative critique of these new regimes.

Professor Kim Lane Scheppele is the Laurance S. Rockefeller Professor of 
Sociology and International Affairs in the Woodrow Wilson School and the 
University Center for Human Values at Princeton. From 2017-2019, she will 
serve as the elected President of the Law and Society Association.


